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GOAT ISLAND - A FORTUNATE IRISHMAN. 

The Boston Pilot has the following 

There is now in this city a gentleman from California named Captain Thomas H. Dowling, who, 

as the owner, by purchase, in 1849, of the Island of Yerba Buena. in front of the city of San 

Francisco, has the prospect of becoming a millionaire. Mr. D. is about fifty years of age, born in 

Philadelphia, but when about four years old was taken back to Ireland by his father, Captain 

Daniel Dowling, to his native place, near Mountrath, Queen's County. His father was a Captain 

and Paymaster in the British army in the rebellion of '98, but, becoming a United Irishman, he 

"swore in" some of his company, two of whom (of the name of Riley) were shot as members of 

the order, and, although offered their lives, while kneeling on their coffins to be shot, if they 

would reveal the name of the person who initiated them, they preferred death to dishonor. The 

Captain was with the rebels at the Battle of Ross. The family, when Captain Tom was about 

eighteen (a general amnesty and pardon being granted), moved to Rochdale, England, where 

the father died. The Captain, following the teachings of the father, went to Ireland in 1848, and 

was with William Smith O'Brien, Doheny and others at Ballingary, at the unfortunate fiasco at 

that place. He afterwards found the British islands an unsafe, it not an uncomfortable, place of 

residence, and came to this asylum of oppressed and persecuted humanity and, in 1849, settled 

in California, purchasing the right of a Mrs. Nye acquired in 1835, to the aforesaid island. The 

United States have taken possession of it for military purposes, and officers in command there 

acknowledge that, if sold at auction, the one hundred and forty-four acres which comprise the 

island would realize five millions of dollars. The matter is now before the Committee on Private 

Land Claims of both Houses, and if justice and equity be done, Captain Dowling will be the 

richest man of his name in the world from Bodah Neadh Dowling, King of Leinster, who died 

A. D. 241, down to the present moment. The descendants of old Cahirmore will then have 

something more substantial than empty kingly name to boast of!  

It may be proper to state for the benefit of those affectionately disposed towards their rich 

relations, and who can't see any merit in their poor ones, that the Captain married a Miss 

Singleton in England, who, when she died, left him one son and two daughters, all hale and 

hearty. Although "Indians," owing to accidental circumstances, is slightly suspected of being 

one of his clan, he will relinquish his claim to any interest in the five millions, if the Captain 

will establish, under patriotic auspices, a College, an Irish Library, and endow a few free 

academies for the benefit of the rising generation of his countrymen. 
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